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return go to Church four times a year, at Christmas,
Easter, Whitsuntide, and the Assumption. If everything
goes well after about two or three years, some of these
people go to take a test in the local Catechist School.
On these lines it would seem as if nobody is admitted to
the Catholic Church without a very rigid test. As for the
priests themselves who come from Europe, or America, to
start these missions, they spend their first year in China
studying the language, doing no mission work at all. In
the second year they act as curates, and then for the third
year they go back to a language school in order to learn
sermons. In the fourth year they are again out as assistant
missioners, while the fifth is spent again in the language
school, this time studying the Chinese classics. About
the sixth year they are appointed pastors.
Suitable Chinese, that is to say suitable for the priest-
hood, are later sent to the Seminaries scattered over
China.
The nuns who come out spend most of their time in
running hospitals in the interior, and many a Chinese
soldier has told me that what seemed to me an intensely
primitive missionary dispensary was a most luxurious
hospital compared with what is provided in the army
headquarters.
Almost all this organisation can be put down to the
activities of the present Pope.
It seems almost churlish, after the hospitality I have
received from almost every nationality amongst the
missions in China, to try to distinguish between them, but
I believe that it would be true and only fair to say that the
Americans, wherever they have come in, and often where
they have taken over from the French missioners, have